In 1990, a group of like-minded people with an iiagt in
Rupert Bear, wanted to mark Canterbury’s link wiary
Tourtel. It was decided to demonstrate this withe¢
plagues at key locations around the city, which &tdng
connections with Rupert Bears’ creator. % “"7

These plaques were intended to be in a sin
style to the well known blue plaques which ¢ &%
found attached to buildings of all type across
United Kingdom, celebrating well know -
writers, statesmen, poets, painters musicians atsksa




These pages are to highlight where they are andyoaw
can find them, if you happen to be lucky enougtvisit
Canterbury.

There are also one of two other locations that ggesh
might not occur to the average visitor...

The first of these commemorative plaques is to daend

here at number 52 Palace Street, just around theerco
from the cathedral where her B
father, Samuel Caldwell worked ¢ ﬂl
a stain glass restorer. Mary wou

have grown up in R
this town house  pol
with two brothers & EH

. e

and a sister.




Plague number two is outside the Sidney Cooperr€emt
St Peters; about 5 minutes walk from Palace Strédter
attending Simon Langton Girls School, it was herary
studied animal and landscape drawing.

At the tender age of 17 she won the National Brdviedal
and The Queens Prize for Design.

Mary evidently did very well as she also won a tiayi to
Switzerland.

After Mary had finished her studies she left Cdniey,
and married a man called Herbert Tourtel, who was s



editor of the Daily Express, the newspaper wherpdru
Bear made his debut.

Mary and Herbert were childless, but were devotedach
and led an adventurous life, travelling throughylt&gypt
and India.

Sadly after developing heart problems, Herbert guhss
away in 1931 at the age of 57. It's possible to aemrker
change in Mary's story telling and illustration eafthis
death.

Plague number three is at The Chaucer hotel andslyeu

~ can see from the picture, this is

- where she spent her last years,
after returning from living in

the Daily —
Express |
ended In
1935 due to
s failing
e eyesight and
I~ an excessive
f workload as
Rupert’s
appeal
mushroomed
She was
given a




golden handshake and a share of the royalties fiem
reprinted work.

ThIS is Tourtel Road essentlally this is a by- paﬂsund
the area of Northgate, around 20 minutes walk fthm
Sidney Cooper Centre. To the side of the road liska
path running from Northgate Road up to Military Rp#&
either side of it lays cherry

trees, hedge and shrubs.

.

If you hben to be in thi
right mood, the walk is



perhaps pleasant enough to be reminded of Rupert's
countryside? During the spring months to eithele sof
Tourtel Road, daffodils flourish.

Not too far from Tourtel Road are the local coundfices,
where if your in need of housing benefit advice just
curious you'll find Nutwood House, just oppositeeth
Crown Court.



You may wish to pay your respects to Mary at Sttiviar

church which is around 30 minutes walk from the

cathedral. It was here that Mary was laid to nrest948,

with her husband Herbert Tourtel who passed away in

1931. You can locate the grave on the furthestadterrto
the left as your
looking at the
church.



In Stour Street...



...... about 10 minutes walk from the Sidney Cooper

Centre, is the Rupert Bear museum.
Some Followers might be
forgiven  for seeing this as an end
to their pilgrimage. You will
find displays of original artwork,
books and annuals through the
years. It is here, on the "8

November where Ruperts birthday is marked with
childrens activities and sales of Rupert memorabili

('ve been here many times; the massive “Ruperts ow
Counrtyside” artwork never fails to impress me!)

This image
IS taken
from the
“This Book
Belongs
To...” page
of the 1990
Rupert
Annual.
Originally
by John
Harrold



Recreation

of Mary
Tourtel at
work

Pictorial information board of the Bestall era



Original end paper art

You can watch the Frog Song (on continuous play)



Although not quite up to date with the currentsir& story
teller, the info board on John Harrold and lan Rebn are
still interesting...



Canterbury City Council has very kindly allowed toeuse
their city map, so | can show you where the sites a



